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Poor World’s Disease

“If each of the billion people in the rich world
devoted the equivalent of one $3 coffee a year to
the cause, several million children every year would
be spared death and debility...”

The Scientific American, Jan 2007



99% of cases 
due to dog 
bites

100% mortality,
100% preventable

>150 countries 
affected

~260 annual 
cases in PH 
since 2014

RABIES



Justin Eyck

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCY9-88SCTvPZrw2gC5rocug




What is the state of 
rabies in Davao City?



34 
Human lives and
families affected
by rabies



Rampant cases
of animal bites,
lack of rabies
awareness

>60,000 animal bites

45%
(below 18)

Poor knowledge, 
attitude and 

practices towards 
rabies

75%



Stray dogs as 
the main vectors 
of rabies

85% 
more chance of 
rabies in the area

2.5x

Lachica ZT et al, 2019. PJS 148:759-773



Puppies are left 
vulnerable to rabies

vaccine 
@ 10 mo.3x

3 mo. 

Lachica ZT et al, 2019. PJS 148:759-773



Virus spreads beyond 
barangay and even the City

Davao City

Samal



Vaccination • Dog Population Control • Responsible Pet Ownership

How have LGU 
interventions 
fared?



Davao City 
Intensified Rabies Control Program

Lachica ZT et al, 2019. PJS 148:759-773



Vaccination
and public
response is
there, but
not yet there
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Dog population control 
is a challenge

low castration turnout 1250 impounded dogs 
prevents 1 rabies case

Lachica ZT et al, 2019. PJS 148:759-773



75% non free-roaming

Public action on rabies is key!
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Game Plan: 4Cs
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RABIES WEBINAR

This project has received funding from the European Union’s Horizon
2020 research and innovation programme under RABYD‐VAX grant
agreement No 733176.

For all stakeholders in the field
PROGRAM
Rabies Pathogenesis & Immunity
� Anthony Fooks, APHA, UK

� Steven Van Gucht, Sciensano, Belgium

� Hildegund Ertl, The Wistar Institute, US

� Monique Lafon, Institute Pasteur Paris, France

Current Rabies Prophylaxis – Human & Dog
� Sergio Recuenco, Universidad de San Marcos, Peru

� Amy Gilbert, US Department of Agriculture, US

� Srđan Stankov, Pasteur Institute in Novi Sad, Serbia
� Luke Gamble, Mission Rabies, UK

� Charles Rupprecht, USA

� Katie Hamspon, University of Glasgow, UK

� Patrick Soentjens, Institute for Tropical Medicine, Belgium

Rabies Epidemiology & Public Health
� Lyre Murao, University of the Philippines Mindanao, Philippines

� Janine Seetahal, University of the West Indies, St. Augustine,

Trinidad and Tobago

� M.K.Sudarshan, Kempegowda Institute of Medical Sciences, India

� Ivanete Kotait, Venco Saúde Animal, Brazil

Ongoing Innovations for Treatment – Towards a Cure:
Antivirals & Vaccines
� Rodney Willoughby, Medical College of Wisconsin/Children’s

Hospital of Wisconsin, US

� Hervé Bourhy, Institute Pasteur Paris, France

� Paola De Benedictis, National and FAO Reference Centre for

Rabies, Italy

� Johan Neyts and Dirk Jochmans, KU Leuven, Belgium

� Kai Dallmeier, Lorena Sanchez Felipe, KU Leuven, Belgium

� Linda van de Burgwal, University of Amsterdam, The Netherlands

January 14th, 2020
10:00 CET

Available online until end 2020
Free

Question poll
www.rabyd‐vax.eu/webinar/

Servier Medical Art by Servier, Creative Commons Attribution 3.0 Unported License

Register here:
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Break Stereotypes • Bridge Alliances • DE-Neglect Tropical Diseases 

"Coming together is a
beginning. Keeping together
is progress. Working
together is success."

--Henry Ford


